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POPOL-VUH

Four Mayan Dance Scenes for Orchestra
2-2-2-2, 2-2-2, Timp + 4 Perc, Hp, Strings

The Popol-Vuh is the Mayan People’s Book of the Dawn of Life. It is a story at least as fantastic as those of

Greek and Arthurian lore, telling us how it is that gods were able to create, after three unsuccessful attempts,
humankind. Alongside the creation narrative, the Popol-Vuh tells us of the adventures of the Hero Twin deities
through the underworld of Xibalba, their sacrifice in avenging their parents’ death, and their final rise, each as

the Sun and Moon. Both of these stories share parallel timelines, ending with the Hero Twins’ appearance in the
horizon as dawn to the successfully created human being.

I- First Creation
Appearance of the Gods of Sea and Sky
The Sowing of the Earth from the Sea
The Dawning of all Creatures

II-Birth of the Hero Twins
The Forbidden Tree
Blood Moon’s Unexpected Appearance
She is Beckoned and Conceives the Hero Twins

III-Third Creation
Creation of the Stick People
They Prosper but are Ungrateful
The Angered Gods Flood the World (segue into IVth Movement)

IV- Xibalba
Summoning of the Hero Twins to The Gates of Xibalba
The Ballgame
The Sacrifice of the Hero Twins

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Growing up in Guatemala, Costa Rica, Panama, and Miami provided Los Angeles based composer Carlos Rafael

Rivera a rich cultural base for his musical growth. His works reflect the diversity of his upbringing, as well as his

love of the popular and folk music of other cultures.

From the Tibetan Buddhist chants of his choral work Motet for Twelve Singers, through the orchestral setting of
the Mayan myths of the Popol-Vuh, Carlos' compositions engage both musician and audience at a visceral and
emotional level. His music has been performed by some of the world's most prominent ensembles, including

Chanticleer, the American Composer's Orchestra, and the Los
Angeles Guitar Quartet; recorded by Warner Classics, Sony Classical, and the Naxos labels; published by Mel-
Bay and Doberman Editions, and awarded by the American Composer's Orchestra, the New England
Philharmonic, the Guitar Foundation of America, BMI, and twice by ASCAP

As a guitarist, Carlos' recorded work includes performances on the feature soundtrack for Crash - 2006 Academy
Award Winner - as well as studio sessions for Vagrant, Island/Def Jam, and Universal Records. He has
performed live as opening act for The Who at the Hollywood Bowl, as well as with Grammy Award winning jazz
trumpet soloist Arturo Sandoval. Carlos is also a second prize winner at the D'Addario International Guitar
Concerto Competition

Carlos is a sought out resident composer, clinician, and guest lecturer throughout the United States, covering
topics ranging from his own compositions, through the music of Joaquin Rodrigo, George Gershwin, The Beatles,
and Radiohead. A doctoral candidate in Music Composition at the University of Southern California, he studied
with Donald Crockett, Stephen Hartke, Orlando Jacinto Garcia, and mentored with composer - songwriter
Randy Newman

Carlos teaches at the Pasadena Conservatory of Music, as well as the University of
Southern California



INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (2 = Piccolo & Alto)

2 Oboes (2 = English Horn)

2 Bb Clarinets (1 = A Clarinet, 2 = Eb Clarinet & Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons (2 = Contrabassoon)

2 F Horns
2 Bb Trumpets
2 Trombones

Timpani

Percussion (4 Players)

Marimba

Perc. 1 = Hand Drum, Tambourine, & Suspended Cymbal
Perc. 2 = Triangle

Perc. 3 = Timbales

Harp

Strings (min. 8-7-4-4-3)


Carlos Rafael Rivera


POPOL-VUH

SCORE in C

I - First Creation
Appearance of the Gods of Sea and Sky

Calmo J: 96
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She is Seduced

) (s
A 13
_wwww \w#ﬂ‘ﬂ_ [T o \M IA _wwww TT®1 wwun, T T
iy S N
- N
0| N Hd v\w B I
b N v < S
R _ BN Ufm x| F “ BN 1.8 1.8
N e LT 144 \g ah ik, i, 11Ty 17y
-l i jocpul jocayl ,— / ocpul ocal el ocpul ocpul i m eenl -l : jocaul joeayl ,_,, el /—, el
MJ < e/ e MJE J 1 MJ < o / ik, J ik,
[\3 gk \ S S S
o el y o o g
IR
mw M
e
il A i i il 2 b »
,, ] R iy T
\ .3 I \
18l M [T 3 118 e e T
o = H o
Mmas i)
~ 1.9 e
i 1™ [ il _._24 0 ™, i T\ [
o I 3 > i . \ I
3 B2l H o
n 5 -i . )
o MmN i) s
2 s T )
3| |8t | (e o gl o el e
B A il A Ll ; g Ll A E neyl i Ll = | et e Ll cal ciaal
! iy i
\ N ,,\ g /% Mg gl o o s i [«
N S s s SR S fHhx: 1 R
T s A S EE (M MEE PMac (N
ol 3
b 4 d i 4T d 4 4 4 4
(1A N [ N i AT N N4 [ i i
ocpul joc sl jocaul jocaul jocaul jocaul el joc sl joc sl joe sl o nul eeaul joenl el el
g H H
N n o [N 2 b 2
e
R f He & =
& [L=r o} [lev el [L=r o} [lev el [Iceel [L=r o} [L=r o} Ml [icv el =Y [icrel [lev el [Ice sl [Ice el
I A > > >
n
A . ol TS ) .
Uiy i Slloa|| S [fhw 2N L Y
ol el o e ol B e ] ol : B T \ e TG el
wl | CEIT LI
o 5 o
A#r_.f o " PUEERY LENN Ul & oW ] dn| &
sy i . A A A
AL LN
i LI A || e Ayl S| At &
Rl Rl i ol Senal il Lol Rl el Rl Senal il Sl Sl
A Mrl 1- QL l8H ;wun A I YRIEN LN &
fl A
oy o | YT ™o LTSS &
o - SLleny roﬂt.wwv B ,ﬂfab . .
i1/ 8 iglla o gl Nna S
S=el S=el Sevel S=el jSeeel Seel 5 js=vel S=el = e Seel = S=rel S=rel
B T S G e Al &
o~ g 1 |
; T f : :
= g 5 5 - ~ g 8 = ] s ] o
- s < o E £ : : E E g g s

ben cant.

25



37

h\\d
il
\\.v
‘\\. |
HH
TR
3
Al
Al
G e S
I
I+
ul
Be3
1
.
-9
LU ciha LR
acee Geee ikd
M
o
S / Sk Sk
I/
AR
TN £
HH O\ £
LU J S ey LR
k-
Ny
Hd N
AN N
M M
i/
H+
il

)
TR
[TT™
i
It
jocaul jacaul
T
™
a s
(e
([
My i
ageel i jageel
L/
» i
NL
g
ML
Ij.8
e i oo
iy
([
ty Ty
el /_ bl |
My
< |l
m /<
;.V s
L e
™
[~ i
e \\w.v
|8
] \\w'v
W N

beh

e

D
3
8
&

bgh

i

— 1 =

beh

e
mf

poco pesante

179 1179 TTT9
M
MmN
2.9
e e e
ocpul 0051/ ol ocaul
179 1179 TTT9
M
e Whs
st el ol el
N~
A ®
el el el sl
TT®!
N /
el eenl il il
M e e
E:9
e e / ! s
I IR S
B METE AT
T N 0
3
nw‘\rml s | XD
N . i N W
E k]
g g
g g
B e [ [ N
T I, e e
¥ 2=

AcCl

EsCl.

Hn.

Hn. 2

4
Vin. I

Via.

ve.

D.B.

legatiss.

26



¥

Poco Rit.

Ty

D3

She Conceives

%
%

D3
3

=
>

p —

non harm.

L)
[
i
Sandl e
Y
[&
=
jocaul ot
)
i 3
by
=
[Ice sl [ e ol
iy
el v
g
[&
=
jelaul s
N E
2
N
e |
el ecaul
#*
<
o
o0
L] Y
o % b
-g
st e oW
g
[1cv el
e
|

Poco Rit.

|
K K ks CX N K
|
N[l B
-
e s s s B Eo
il )l e
_ .
il e )l i
e Lo / L b e
v A=
| \
(]5, 10 & =
b
8 L/
il e v T
el | el e el e
¥ H
n =
2
s A / B fes B At
¥ el &
~
W |
H N
A e & il
Ano& e s EoX A e
5 ]
Rt~
s s s X Best e
N N N
.
1oee M s | , M
W Ja (|
< &
N

S S
oS =S
1cee! 1ces!
el el
st st
e e
At At
e
e
H
[Icesl
e
e
)
.
e
~
£

%
Vin. 1

Vin. 11

Via.

Ve

D.B

27



III - Third Creation

The Gods Devise to Make Creatures out of Wood
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They Prosper

33

| | n| | J
o
4
i
| | n| | J
> > Nl
k2 2 o
2 o] N
o L O =
o [T
c W c
=) 8>
o a g
< b | 1 1 >< h 1
5 25
9] Fo LYa
§
[«] [«] ] :
R R B B e e R B aas
AN
h h 1 1 h
N
4
[1asy
B B Lk e e e B e B
ol
ql
o
b b 1 1 h
i
Ay
i 4 4
A0 A0 I 1 A H ih N (e

W= IS = #.\,.,l M LA h .
e el el ol e ke e el
I i i i R K g i i
Be. L 2|
Al Ay Al |8 b [BA A8 A8 DA AN
pet| Be. pE. PEx L
O] S A i LI S i » »
i | i ! R M ! R R
AN AN it it e T AN oA Al|8Es
( Al g Nl g ( Al g
A 7_ I I=N -\u - I A p@ ey . )|
h b b } h h i h h
all ! l l R A all R R
A .1_ AN il il e Bt A .1_ oA i
Hy [ 179
A e [T ™ e s T
jo=pul jecaul jocul joepul cal ocal lag
b 2oy 2oy oo nxﬁv ool
T T ,_ _,
3 F g = ~ = s <
E 8 o £ £ H z s




o A o
K TwAg,
Bh. ™ N e N
Bhi fn| | o] o] fn|
\-l o/ ik EY g
~ b N il I J
o o || I s N i,
L Ll k8
T.,J A ™ [ i
= L] K2
il _ _ _ 3 [ L I I
sy | [} | i )
H 8N b, F@ N o N f7e
M\J A |
‘ N 4 d N ik N
| J |
A%
14 4 4 4 7y
M 3l
L
d H N
i 1 h 1 1
SN
N e I sl
A
I o
i 1 N 1 1
n a
i . Y N i
A
] 1 o] o] n| | | M
K2
d
N f7e
g
L
n n| N J n| | | N
i
H L H i
g
K2
[ fn| | o] 1 fn| | | Y
I .
i N il
I .
il K2
! I i i * I i i f
Ky i
N 17e
Aeld at
]
|| g
hvu N i
M\.
5. N i N
i 1 1 h h " HH
2 el ASHY N (T
i o a b G- SR
© T T " Y
& 5 S S c 3 = = :l g a
T 8 N 2 & @ < E > = a

34



ﬁ\- EY 4
[ L) |
_w\i, . |
1 ik ) .1@
iy
1 il I
N e
1nNg L)
[
i 1
InNg
] | I N
fig| & e S
i 1 h h
i 1 h h
n | L Aa f J
i 1 h h
N M | J J
IENG N
| | A

o

JaN . ik 4
B 29 b
] § § e Al
|| e [T H
I ﬁ ~
A A [TMA N e
il 12 [¥
12N i b, N
1
| | i
TN ik, H ik
HH b
| | i
12N il ik, K
1
ﬁ\- ~1¢ H
TTT8A A K i,
12 R
4 17e N
1 i
| i
AN K ik
§ 4
e r7e N
1 i M
N N ik
k| o
e N
1 i [R
| i
e N ik,
§ 4
il 17e N
1 i
N ik
Ly i
|| ks
n 1 4 " N
e i
IR
i N e
H il N
1 i
N
W e

AcCl

B.Cl

Bsn.

Vin. 1

Vin. 11

Via.

Ve

D.B

35



N W W W i N A K TTe
| n| |4
E U feh & T s, s E LS SU PN 1 (P 111 <
e ke = ool = = e e ke = £
i R i R R —1. - i R R
ﬂ 12N | bl e [T i \‘\-J ASEN i it it N
-ty (e V 11
i l 1 u N Hy I W N N i,
4 | 4 4 L) H | 8 8
| A (S~ L Ty M 4 AleH Fran m\d> iy :
1]’ TILERIT ik M [[18 s
(IR N [Tl i 11 ] H
b 1 » 1 N ol L N N L
e e || (e ik i 11N T R
A Ay A A N . A ik, N
1
1it S | T o R R i
e L) T, L) H o o o
[\ ) a,
W ! I ™ ! L M AR NIl =N N L, N
t e e i K
i R i R R Hd H N N i
B [N [ Ml M i, I
il I [ il i I
-« b .- L1 T il e N
1 1 1 1
-l ﬁ‘-. ol i (A
| Nl Al <Al
i ™y wullls ol sl s i
o« o« N T 7T 4
n| J n| n| n|
m.t R I A 1
HWHV | i~ | | H
H 17y ol 5N m e N
1 i 1 1 1
ﬂ i i
Al uL g AR ik, i, N ik,
&n_%v | n:@,& ! ™N , , N ) n.XEJ nuﬂv E N ™N _
S P o1

36



Bl ke H o B o s e o b e H B
3
1
N
|
f 1 a N N N i
h 1 i h
i I il /| 1 i i i
i 1
L | -ww# 1l L] L] L] L
EN - ol 111l B LRI LIRS ik,
ake ake ac e an ace N B o Race ake ke ke ans
j.
2
o T
h 1 h 1 1 1 1 i b h
1o e 1 1oee 1o 1oee 1oee L Lee 1re 1
A A N (7o TTNA
i i -4
g i d .
K Al 1l il
i h 1 i h
4 g g g g 4
4 g g g g |
Lo ps L
| > S A S I 3
m L]
e . |
! e Iy ! ! ! ! h f f f !
(T 3 d 8 3 .
i L1l d t t t
i TN I Twass Al e AT A AN
£ =rd =rd = =rd e Sere e ke ke S=ee =re =rd
I e Y I
e L) T A
i h 1 h 1 1 1 o
4 ™ 179 H
L c S I
el s s
o K K K K K K K K K K K k)
.
L.
i h 1 h 1 1 1 i b h
1
€ € < NEr fen) ~ER <
[*2]
i ) , i M We e
< = 5 3 ¢ g - E = = e E o
< < @ é S £ £ < £ 2 a

37



E The Gods are Angered
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